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TOX/2016/08 
 

COMMITTEE ON TOXICITY OF CHEMICALS IN FOOD,  
CONSUMER PRODUCTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
Paper for Information: 
FSA Scientific Advisory Committees (SACs) update – February 2016 meeting 
 
This paper provides Members with an update on the work of the Food Standards 
Agency’s Scientific Advisory Committees (SAC) and other items of general 
interest. 
 
 
Advisory Committee on Animal Feedingstuffs (ACAF) 
http://acaf.food.gov.uk/ 
 
ACAF is scheduled to meet on 17 February and items on the agenda include: 
 

 Refuse Derived Fuels - representatives from the Grain Feed Trade 

Association (GAFTA) and the Environment Agency, will seek the 

Committee’s views on potential risks caused by refuse derived fuels; 

 Update on the Review of the Report on On-farm Feeding Practices - 

Tim Riley ACAF’s sub group Deputy Chairman will present the final 

conclusions on the review of the Committee’s report on On-farm Feeding 

Practices. The Committee will then be asked to adopt the final report 

document; 

 British Society of Animal Science – Accreditation Register - Members 

will receive an update from the British Society of Animal Science on the 

work this organisation is carrying out on the Accreditation of Animal 

Scientists and Animal Technologists; many of whom carry out research, 

teach, and advise on the feeding of farm animals.; and 

 Update on EU proposal on medicated feed - a representative from the 

Veterinary Medicines Directorate will provide Members with information on 

European Commission proposals on revising the medicated feedingstuffs 

regulation. 

Future meetings 

Meetings of ACAF in 2016 are scheduled on: 

http://acaf.food.gov.uk/
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 17 June in Pilgrims House Aberdeen; and 

 27 October in Aviation House. 

Advisory Committee on Novel Foods and Processes (ACNFP) 
http://www.acnfp.gov.uk/ 
 
The next meeting of the ACNFP is scheduled to be held on 3 February. The 
Agenda has not been finalised.   
 
The ACNFP is holding an open meeting on 4 February. Presentations are planned 
to be given on  
 

 the new Novel Food Regulations and 

 Novel food applications – what makes a good application.  
 
This will be followed by smaller break out group discussions on  
 

 Food and medicines continuum 

 Alternative protein sources and  

 Engineered nanotechnology with an emphasis on how they may contribute 
to a healthy diet 

 
Recruitment of new members: 
 
The ACNFP is recruiting 5 expert members:  

 2 experts in allergy 1 specialising in clinical allergy, and 1 in plant science,  

 1 expert in microbiology specialising in the gut,  

 1 expert in toxicology and  

 1 expert in molecular biology (GM). 
 
Recruitment began during the week of 22 January and interviews are expected to 
be held in mid March 
 
General Advisory Committee on Science (GACS) 
http://gacs.food.gov.uk/gacsmeets/ 
 
GACS met on 1 October 2015. This was the first meeting for Professor Alan 
Boobis as a GACS member. Professor Boobis attends the GACS meetings as 
Chair of the Committee on Toxicity of Chemical in Food, Consumer Products and 
the Environment (COT). 
 
Items discussed at the meeting included: 
 

 the regular FSA Science Report to the Committee 

 crosscutting issues in Science in the Scientific Advisory Committees 
(SACs), which included a presentation by the Chair of the Committee 
on Mutagenicity, Dr David Lovell, on the work of his committee 

 an update on FSA Science, Evidence and Information (SEI) Strategy 
2015-2020 and its Delivery Plan 

http://www.acnfp.gov.uk/
http://gacs.food.gov.uk/gacsmeets/
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 a presentation on the UK Agri-Tech Strategy Skills Analysis by 
Professor Robert Webb 

 a presentation on the FSA work on Data Science by Robin Linacre 
and 

 an update on the Review of the SACs by Susan Pryde 
 

Details of the GACS 16 meeting, including the agenda and the meeting papers, 
can be found on the GACS website at:  
http://gacs.food.gov.uk/gacsmeets/gacs-meeting-1-october-2015 
 
Two new GACS Working Groups, on Risks and on Skills and Capabilities, held 
their first meetings in November 2015. Each will report back to the next GACS 
meeting. 
 
The next GACS meeting will be held on 24 March 2016, details of which will be 
available on the GACS website. 
 

 
 
Secretariat 
January 2016 
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