
COT/COM/COC Annual Report 2021

Committee on the Carcinogenicity of
Chemicals in Food, Consumer
Products and the Environment 2021

In this guide
In this guide 

1. About the Committees
2. Committee on the Toxicity of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products and the

Environment -Preface 2021
3. COT Evaluations 2021
4. Updated COT Evaluations 2021
5. Committee Procedures 
6. COT Ongoing Work 2021
7. COT Working Groups 2021
8. 2021 Membership of the Committee on Toxicity of Chemicals in Food,

Consumer Products and the Environment
9. Declaration of COT members interests during the period of this report- 2021

10. Committee on Mutagenicity of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products and
the Environment-Preface 2021

11. COM Ongoing Work 2021
12. COM Evaluations 2021
13. COM Horizon Scanning 2021
14. 2021 Membership of the Committee on Mutagenicity of Chemicals in Food,

Consumer Products and the Environment
15. Declaration of COM members interests during the period of this report 2021
16. Committee on the Carcinogenicity of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products

and the Environment - Preface 2021
17. COC Evaluations 2021
18. COC Joint Ongoing Topics 2021
19. COC Horizon Scanning 2021
20. COC Working Groups 2021
21. COC Guidance Statements 2021

https://cot.food.gov.uk/About%20the%20Committees
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Committee%20on%20the%20Toxicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment%20-%20Preface%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Committee%20on%20the%20Toxicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment%20-%20Preface%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COT%20Evaluations%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Updated%20COT%20Evaluations%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Committee%20Procedures%20Annual%20Report%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COT%20Ongoing%20Work%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COT%20Working%20Groups%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/2021%20Membership%20of%20the%20Committee%20on%20Toxicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment
https://cot.food.gov.uk/2021%20Membership%20of%20the%20Committee%20on%20Toxicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Declaration%20of%20COT%20members%20interests%20during%20the%20period%20of%20this%20report-%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Committee%20on%20Mutagenicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment-%20Preface%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Committee%20on%20Mutagenicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment-%20Preface%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COM%20Ongoing%20Work%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COM%20Evaluations%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COM%20Horizon%20Scanning%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/2021%20Membership%20of%20the%20Committee%20on%20Mutagenicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment
https://cot.food.gov.uk/2021%20Membership%20of%20the%20Committee%20on%20Mutagenicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Declaration%20of%20COM%20members%20interests%20during%20the%20period%20of%20this%20report%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Committee%20on%20the%20Carcinogenicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment-%20Preface%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/Committee%20on%20the%20Carcinogenicity%20of%20Chemicals%20in%20Food%2C%20Consumer%20Products%20and%20the%20Environment-%20Preface%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COC%20Evaluations%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COC%20Joint%20Ongoing%20Topics%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COC%20Horizon%20Scanning%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COC%20Working%20Groups%202021
https://cot.food.gov.uk/COC%20Guidance%20Statements%202021


22. 2021 Membership of the Committee on Carcinogenicity of Chemicals in Food,
Consumer Products and the Environment

23. Declaration of COC members interests during the period of this report 2021
24. Annex 1 - Terms of Reference
25. Annex 2 - Code of Conduct for members of the COC/COM/COT 
26. Annex 3 – Openness 
27. Annex 4 – Good Practice Agreement for Scientific Advisory Committees
28. Annex 5 – Glossary of Terms 
29. Annex 7 – Previous Publications

Head and shoulders image of Professor David Harrison in front of a grey
background wearing a white shirt with a blue and yellow striped tie.

The Committee on Carcinogenicity of Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products and
the Environment (COC) evaluates chemicals for their potential to cause cancer in
humans at the request of UK Government Departments and Agencies.

The membership of the Committee, agendas and minutes of meetings, and
statements are all published on the internet (Committee on Carcinogenicity of
Chemicals in Food, Consumer Products and the Environment).

This year’s meetings continued in virtual form, and I am grateful to Members,
Secretariat and other contributors for ensuring that the work continues, despite
the challenges this has brought.

The Committee have this year started considerations around relevance and
reliability of evidence, a piece of work being jointly considered with COM and COT
and this will continue into 2022, and aligned with work being undertaken by the
FSA Science Council on third party evidence.

We have continued our review and update of the COC guidelines, undertook our
annual horizon scanning, and continued the discussion on modification of risk of
developing clinical cancer by chemicals as part of our efforts to review the
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conceptual framework we use for assessment and advice. This last topic will take
time to come to fruition but crucially relies on Members being aware of, and
integrating, new results from emerging technologies. We will continue to work on
developing our work in this area in the coming years to ensure our guidance to
Government Departments and Agencies is relevant to the challenges we face.
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